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connecting
A practical help for launching campus ministry

Connecting with the University
So you want to reach college students. You realize the strategic nature 
of campus ministry. You understand that college ministry protects 
the investment churches have made in youth. You recognize that by 
impacting tomorrow’s leaders at this critical stage of life, you are 
impacting the destiny of nations. Or perhaps you just think twenty-
somethings are fun to hang around with. Regardless of the reason, 
welcome aboard!

Now where to begin?

The university is a big place. Most campuses are like self-contained 
cities, each with their own government, police force, public works, 
housing, food services, and sports teams, not to mention their own 
unique set of rules and regulations. Navigating the bureaucratic waters 
can be confusing at first, but learning from others can make the 
journey easier!
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Topics Covered

Connecting with the University

I.  	 Chartering your group with the college
a.	 Benefits of registering as an official campus organization
b.	 How to charter your group step-by-step
c.	 Public vs. private universities
d.	 Chartering at two year schools
e.	 A note on university funding
f.	 From the frontlines

II.	 After chartering – Interaction with the University
a.	 Tips for making the university love you
b.	 Tips for making the university loathe you

III.	 Legal issues on Campus

Connecting with Students

IV.	 Five Strategies to Get You Going
a.	 Strategy One: Prayer - Praying on Campus
b.	 Strategy Two: Relationship - Informal Relational Activities 
c.	 Strategy Three: Cross-Cultural - International Student 

Friendship Ministry. 
d.	 Strategy Four: Cell - Small Groups  
e.	 Strategy Five: The Gathering - Large Group Gathering

V.	 Principles for Effective Campus Ministries

VI.	 After You’re Up & Running
a.	 Do’s & don’ts
b.	 We asked pioneers…
c.	 The first year (a timeline)

Connecting with Other Leaders

VII.	 Links
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I. Chartering Your Group
Question One: Do you want to register your group as an official campus 
organization?

Benefits to registering can vary widely from campus to campus, but 
here are some possibilities:

First, the tangible:
	 ✓	 Permission to be on campus
	 ✓	 Access to school facilities (e.g. reserve rooms on campus, setup
 		  a table on the concourse, possibly even office space)
	 ✓	 Free promotion from the university (e.g. listed in publications 
		  and on Web site)
	 ✓	 Access to university funding for student organizations
	 ✓	 Opportunity to connect with students through university-
		  sponsored events (e.g. freshmen orientation)
	 ✓	 Use of the university name and/or logo
	 ✓	 Parking permits
	 ✓	 E-mail accounts
	 ✓	 Host your organization’s Web site on the university’s servers

Less tangible, but still important:
	 ✓	 Gain legitimacy in the eyes of students and their parents
	 ✓	 Submit to authority (working within the university system
		  makes them happy)

A small number of groups, generally on private universities, have chosen 
not to register as an official campus organization. While chartering helps 
you to be taken seriously by the university and gives you easier access 
to students, there are a couple reasons you may decide against it.

	 ✓	 Free from university requirements (e.g. no required meetings, 	
		  no faculty advisor)
	 ✓	 Free from university regulations (e.g. no membership 
		  stipulations)

© 2011 by Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

sa
m

pl
e



4

Question Two: How do I charter my group on campus?

If you’re still reading this, then you’ve probably decided it’s worth 
your time to register your group as an official campus organization. The 
process varies from campus to campus, but here are a few steps you’ll 
generally need to complete. The Student Activities office can tell you 
the specific steps for your campus.

Note: Many campuses require that this process be done at the beginning of 
the year, but some allow groups to be chartered at any time. Check with 
the Student Activities office to determine the guidelines for your campus.

1.	 Contact the Student Activities office for an official application 
and information on what is required. This office may go by 
different names such as Student Life, Student Programming, or 
Student Affairs.

2.	 Submit application along with the signatures of interested 
students. Generally, campuses require somewhere between 
3-10 full-time students.
➢	 You will also need student “officers.” The specific number 

and positions will vary, but you generally need at least a 
president and secretary-treasurer. At some campuses these 
positions are merely signatories, at others they act as 
university liaisons, must attend mandatory meetings, etc.

3.	 Write a constitution
➢	 See the next page for a sample constitution. Additional 

examples from both private & public campuses are 
available at http://www.chialpha.com under Resources.	

 

Basic steps to registering:
1.	 Get an application from Student Activities
2.	 Obtain signatures of 3-10 interested students
3.	 Create a constitution
4.	 Find a faculty advisor
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Constitution of Sacramento Christian Fellowship

A Chi Alpha Campus Ministry

California State University-Sacramento

Article I.	 Name of Organization:
	 The name of this organization is Sacramento Christian Fellowship. 
We are affiliated with Chi Alpha Campus Ministries, a national campus 
ministry organization.

Article II.	 Statement of Purpose:
	 Our purpose is to bring students into relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ, and to be a community of students who share relationship with 
God and with each other.

Article III.	 Eligibility for Membership:
	 Sacramento Christian Fellowship is open to all students, faculty, 
staff, and members of the community who wish to join with us for worship 
or fellowship. While Sacramento Christian Fellowship is open to all, one 
must be a student in order to be a voting member.

Article IV.	 Officers:
	 Sacramento Christian Fellowship has a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer who are empowered to act as our representatives 
to Student Activities, Associated Students (ASI) and the university public 
at large. In addition, various students take active roles in leading Bible 
studies, helping plan and execute social events, and spearheading 
outreaches. These roles generally have a one-year term.

Article V.	 Rules of Order:
	 As Sacramento Christian Fellowship is a Christian organization, 
we most often conduct Christian worship meetings or Bible Studies (as 
contrasted with business meetings.) Therefore, we usually do not use a 
formalized Rules of Order, but we gladly adopt Robert’s Rules of Order as 
our standard when needed.

Article VI.	 Procedure to Amend Constitution:
	 Our Constitution will be amended based on consensus vote (by 
active members as determined by attendance), in response to valid, 
demonstrated internal need to amend, or based on our ongoing networking 
or affiliation with external organizations such as, but not limited to, ASI, 
California State University-Sacramento, etc.
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4.	 Obtain a faculty advisor
➢	 Depending on your campus, the position can be anything 

from a passive advisor to a heavily involved leader, 
required at all meetings. Their basic role is to act as your 
official advocate with the university. They may also be 
required to sign off on requests such as room reservations, 
parking permits, etc. (On some campuses the advisor may 
be a staff member instead of faculty.)

	 5.	 Re-charter your organization annually.
Note: At some schools when registering a new organization you will 
have up to a one-year grace period to recruit a required minimum 
number of students.

Public vs. Private Universities
While public universities have to allow you on campus if you follow 

their policy, you have no legal right to be 
on a private university. However, most are 
motivated to be tolerant and open-minded so 
the smart leader will keep that in mind when 
contacting them.

If the university is unwilling to give you permission to charter, possibly 
because they argue there are already several other evangelical 
Christian organizations on campus, then highlight your distinctiveness. 
You might try the following line of reasoning:

Christianity is a global movement, but the expressions you find overseas 
are different from what you find in America. In fact, most overseas 
Christians will be Pentecostal and we will be the only Pentecostal group 
on campus. Thus, we will appeal to international students.

 
When selecting your faculty advisor, choose one who shares the same core 
values as your group and who has the time to be involved as necessary to 
avoid bottlenecks in regards to paperwork and meetings. There is nothing 
more frustrating to both the faculty advisor and the group than when this 
relationship isn’t functioning smoothly.

Wise as a serpent, 
harmless as a dove 

is key on 
private universities.
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