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In April 2009, I learned about an e-book, www.Reachingth-

eCampusTribes.com, by Benson Hines. When you work in 

campus ministry for years and you see a book title like this, it 

grabs your attention. Even better, it is a great read.

Ben started in campus ministry 10 years ago as a student at 

Texas A&M University, followed by formal ministry training at 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, earning an M.A. 

in Theology. His claim to fame as a person who observes 

campus ministry and college students and who authored 

Reaching the Campus Tribes, came about during his road 

trip from August 2007 to August 2008, traveling the nation 

for 365 days and visiting 181 campuses.

I should say, he hasn’t stopped visiting campuses and meet-

ing with campus leaders. His adventure continues and is 

recorded on his blog: www.exploringcollegeministry.com.

Ben says, “Tribes are college campuses,” and “These par-

ticular tribes may have more potential to influence the entire 

world than any other single kind of tribe.” Employing meth-

odologies and strategies used in missions is paramount to 

effectiveness in reaching college students. Ben says, “Col-

lege ministry describes ministry to people whose lifestyle, 

state of transition, focus on community, and age are gener-

ally collegiate.” While the lines can be blurry and individual 

audiences may vary, his belief is that these four factors 

separate this life stage from youth ministry and young adult 

stages.
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Ben dropped by the national Chi Alpha office during his 

campus tour, but I wasn’t in town at the time. The following 

year, I met him for the first time when he dropped by our na-

tional Chi Alpha office again, not long after I read his e-book. 

Getting to know Ben over Mexican food, I asked if he would 

visit several of our Chi Alpha groups and tell our story based 

on what he experienced and observed.

In Fall 2009, we sponsored his Chi Alpha trip, so he could 

visit ten campuses across the nation. In his own words, this 

book tells what he learned about Chi Alpha as a result of his 

visits to the campuses, sitting in on large group meetings, 

and having lengthy discussions with the campus leadership.

 

Dennis Gaylor, national director

Chi Alpha Campus Ministries, USA
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Introduction

God works through Chi Alpha on the secular university cam-

pus, making a difference in the lives of college and university 

students around the country. Chi Alpha groups define them-

selves by a common set of missional practices and beliefs, 

which propel them to envelop both American and interna-

tional students with the message of Christ.

Identity Chi Alpha takes its name from christou apostoloi, 

“Christ’s sent ones.” We find our identity and task in the 

apostle Paul’s words, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassa-

dors … We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God” (2 Corinthians 5:19-20, NIV).

Distinct Community Chi Alpha is a Spirit-empowered, 

diverse community of believers on almost 300 college 

and university campuses in the United States. We declare 

our faith in Jesus Christ in word and lifestyle, and we are 

equipped to fulfill our purpose in God’s global plan.

Reconciliation Chi Alpha reconciles students to Christ 

by equipping them through Spirit-filled communities of 

prayer, worship, fellowship, discipleship, and mission to 

transform the university, the marketplace, and the world.
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Transformation At the heart of the gospel, you will 

find transformed lives. We believe that Chi Alpha is called 

to lead students into a relationship with God by proclaiming 

and demonstrating the relevance of Jesus to the university 

culture where students live, study, eat, and play.

Maturity in Christ We believe the most effective 

means for college students to come to faith and maturity in 

Jesus Christ is through warm exposure to a group of Chris-

tian collegians who are fervently committed to the God of the 

Bible, to one another, and to the work of Christ in the world.

The ten campus stories that follow represent a cross-section 

of local Chi Alpha campus ministries that fulfill the Great 

Commission on campus by demonstrating what it means to 

be Christian in the academic community and how to engage 

college students with the gospel.

Dennis Gaylor, national director

Chi Alpha Campus Ministries, USA
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When Chi Alpha describes their campus pastors as missionaries, it may 

seem surprising to those outside the world of collegiate ministry. Yet, 

upon closer observation, it becomes clear that Chi Alpha staff do indeed 

live “missionary lives,” and the work they do reflects that reality. One 

great example of the missionary nature of Chi Alpha work can be found at 

Arizona State University in Tempe, where Shawn and Candi White serve 

as campus pastors among the Sun Devil “tribe.” The 51,000 students at-

tending ASU are “like a city within a city,” Candi said.

The work of Chi Alpha at ASU had fallen on hard times in the early 

years of this century. In preparation for helping restart the Arizona State 

ministry, Candi interned with the Chi Alpha ministry at the University of 

Arkansas and spent the year raising ongoing financial support. She began 

at ASU in 2003 as the sole campus pastor; in 2004 Shawn joined her to 

serve together, and they married.

The first two years of restarting the Chi Alpha ministry was rough. “It was 

like breaking hard ground for so long,” she said, as student consistency 

was rare while the group’s new vision and structure were being formed.

“We really were at the end of ourselves” after that second year, Candi 

said, and God had brought them to a point of brokenness. As they 

entered the third year, the Whites asked God for direction, since despite 

their week-by-week faithfulness, the work seemed to be accomplishing 

little.

The third year Shawn and Candi now remember as their “breakout year,” 

when a sense of community began to develop and students began to at-

tend and take ownership of the ministry. Through that ordeal, God made 

the point, Candi noted, that their success didn’t come from themselves.

Since that time, ASU Chi Alpha has grown from a restarting ministry to 

one with high visibility on campus, including visibility among the other 

Christian campus ministries. The Whites report a strong relationship with 

other ministries, and they have regular opportunities to cooperate to 

reach the sprawling mission field there.
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As the ministry has grown, so has their family. They have two children, 

and they continue to explore how to raise a family while shepherding a 

ministry. “We’re learning how to adapt,” Candi said. But, she added, they 

are still “very passionate that we’re both called to the campus, and … 

we’re called to be a team and show students a healthy team in ministry.”

Shawn added that they pretty evenly split the duties, both in family life 

and ministry life. “We definitely work a lot” at balance, he said.

One way that balance is struck and work gets done is through raising up 

student leaders, comparable to the “indigenous leaders” missionaries 

train overseas. “That’s been a big thing with us — trying to equip stu-

dents to do the work of the ministry,” Candi said. By establishing a core  

Betsy grew up in church, but never 

made a personal decision to follow 

Christ. “I always went to youth 

group, but I was never really into 

it,” she said. “I just went because 

I had to go to church with my fam-

ily.” But after coming to ASU in 

the fall of 2009, she decided to try 

Chi Alpha since both of her older 

sisters had been involved.

“I [thought] maybe I’ll just go 

to Chi Alpha; I won’t really 

get involved,” Betsy said. 

“But since I’ve been here … 

I jumped into Chi Alpha with 

two feet. … I’ve immersed 

myself in Chi Alpha … and 

surrounded myself with 

Christian friends.”

After forming a relationship with 

campus pastor Candi White, Betsy 

realized she needed to make a per-

sonal decision for Christ. She now 

proudly shows off her bracelet, 

which sports the numbers “9-22-

09” — the date she sat in Star-

bucks with Candi and her sister 

Katie and accepted Christ.

BETSY CANNON, STUDENT
· Arizona State University, Class of 2013

· Creative Writing major

· Hometown: Cary, Illinois
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of ASU students to help run Chi Alpha and reach out to peers, both the 

students and their campus pastors benefit.

While releasing that ownership of the ministry can be “nerve racking,” 

Shawn acknowledged, it’s something they are called to do. “God put it on 

our hearts,” he said, to go “to the students and say, ‘Look, we will help 

give you direction, but you’ll [decide] where you’re taking that direction 

and how you’re using it. You’ll bring the passion, the vision, and the heart, 

and we’ll help funnel that.’”

Of course, with new students arriving each year and other students grad-

uating, change is constant in the life of a campus missionary. Each year 

can prove different. “Any time we did come up with a plan, if something 

worked for awhile, God’s made it pretty clear to us … to always be open 

and willing to change. And that’s been really good, and hard,” Candi said.

Recently, in fact, it has felt like the ministry has been “starting from 

scratch,” Shawn reported, since the committed group of students from 

the “breakout year” finally graduated. While this opens up new possibili-

ties, it also presents challenges. So one thing he’s praying for is additional 

staff to help with the work.

The Whites say their missionary life can still be a lonely one sometimes. 

“Campus ministers feel so isolated,” Candi said, adding that some well-

meaning Christians assume their work consists of only “doing a little 

Bible study on the campus,” rather than conducting a full mission on an 

enormous mission field.

While other forms of Christian ministry are better understood and bet-

ter resourced, the Whites said they are encouraged when “we go back 

to [the fact that] we’re doing this because God has asked us to do this,” 

Candi said. And, she added, “We realize that this is so cool … even 

though it may be hard.”
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