CONSTITUTION OF CHI ALPHA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AT (NAME OF CAMPUS)

Article I

Name

Section A: Our name shall be Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship at (name of campus). This organization is an affiliated student chapter of Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, the student arm of The General Council of the Assemblies of God, Inc., a non-profit corporation with its principle offices in Springfield, Missouri. It is also affiliated with (name of local church) as a local church with which members of Chi Alpha may or may not be involved.

Section B: Affiliation with Chi Alpha is a privilege. Chi Alpha reserves the right at any time for any reason to withdraw its affiliation from a chapter.

Article II

Purpose

Section A: The purpose of Chi Alpha at (name of campus) is to be a diverse group of Christian students, staff, and associate members who are committed to serving the (name of campus) campus by:  

· Sharing the knowledge of life in Christ Jesus with the  (name of campus) community;

· Helping people in their relationship with Jesus Christ and providing them with training for victorious Christian living, leadership, and excellence;

· Introducing its members to a local church family and other missions or ministry opportunities; 

· Making a positive impact on the (name of campus) campus by developing students, equipped with biblical solutions to contemporary problems, to serve every facet of the (name of campus) community and ultimately the world.

Article III

Membership

Section A:  Attendees:  All persons may attend meetings of Chi Alpha. We welcome all people to come and hear the glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and to fellowship with us. However, attendees have no power to determine policy for Chi Alpha. 

Section B:  Members: Membership is open to all students, faculty, and staff at (name of campus) so long as they meet the qualifications stated in Section C below. 

Section C:  Membership qualifications:  Once per (quarter/semester) the Officers will present an opportunity to apply for membership. To become an official member, one must complete the Membership Application Form (Appendix A) and return it to the Secretary of Chi Alpha at (name of campus). The Officers will review each application and notify each applicant in a timely fashion whether their request for membership has been approved or denied. All Members must be Christians who have professed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as defined by the Statement of Faith (see Appendix A) and who strive to live according to the tenets of the Bible as explained in Article III, Section E. 

Section D:  Eligibility to Vote: Chapter members, who have been a full member for at least one semester prior to any vote, are the only persons eligible to vote in elections, and on amendments to this Constitution and other issues directed by the Officers of Chi Alpha at (name of campus). 

Section E:  Any individual’s membership may be revoked for misconduct or violation of the Statement of Faith. Examples of misconduct and violation of the Statement of Faith include but are not limited to: failure to perform duties, non-attendance, misuse of funds, historical Christian heresy, engaging in sexual activity outside the bounds of marriage, etc. The Member shall be given at least three (3) days notice and opportunity to appear before the Officers of Chi Alpha at (name of campus) to review the decision. This revocation shall be decided by the Officers of Chi Alpha at (name of campus), who are authorized to resolve whether misconduct merits revocation of membership, and whether a violation of the Statement of Faith has occurred.

Section F:  If, at any time, any member should wish to withdraw their membership in the chapter for any reason, he/she may do so by communicating this desire either verbally or in writing to an Officer. 

Article IV

Officers and Duties

Section A:  Officers of Chi Alpha at (name of campus) must be members who have professed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as defined by the Statement of Faith and live according to the tenets of the Bible as explained by the Statement of Faith. 

Section B:  The Officers of Chi Alpha at (name of campus) shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Any one person can hold more than one office until a vacancy can be filled.

Section C:  The duties of the Officers are as follows:

President:  Shall preside over all meetings and provide general oversight of all group functions.

Vice-President:  Shall assist the President in all functions pertaining to Chi Alpha at (name of campus).


Secretary:  Shall keep accurate and timely records of all group meetings and decisions, and shall keep and maintain the club roster of members.  Shall also assist the President and Vice-President as requested.

Treasurer:  Shall keep accurate records and timely receipts of all Chapter funds.  Shall also assist the President and Vice-President as requested.

Article V

Election and Removal of Officers

Section A: Officers shall be elected by the members of the organization. This shall occur once every year during the spring semester/quarter. An announcement of the newly elected Officers shall be made by the current Secretary at the next Chi Alpha at (name of campus) meeting following the vote. Officers are elected by a 2/3 majority vote of those members present at the time of the election.  

Section B: Any Officer may be removed from office if he/she fails to live up to the duties of their office, and/or for misconduct or violation of the Statement of Faith. Examples of misconduct and violation of this Statement of Faith include but are not limited to: failure to perform duties, non-attendance, misuse of funds, historical Christian heresy, engaging in sexual activity outside the bounds of marriage, etc. The Officer shall be given a three (3) day notice and an opportunity to appear before the members of Chi Alpha at (name of campus) to review the decision. Officers shall be removed by a 2/3 majority vote of the members of the organization who are present at the time of the vote.  The voting members are authorized to resolve whether misconduct merits revocation of membership, and whether a violation of the Statement of Faith has occurred. 

Section C: A vacant office, whether through removal from office or due to resignation, shall be filled according to Article V Section A.

Article VI

Faculty Advisors

If, in accordance with University policy, a Faculty Advisor is required, then there must always be at least one Faculty Advisor. The Advisor’s duties shall consist of advising and motivating the members of the local Chi Alpha chapter. There is no upper limit as to how many Faculty Advisors may be involved with the chapter. 

Article VII

Meetings

Chapter meetings shall be held with enough frequency to accomplish the mission and purposes enumerated in Article II; at a minimum, at least (4) general meetings shall be held during each school year. The Officers shall determine the frequency, time, place, and agenda of each meeting and shall insure that adequate notice is given of each meeting.

The chapter’s President can call a special meeting if one is needed. It shall be their responsibility to inform other Chi Alpha at (name of campus) members of the time and location of the special meeting.

Article VIII

Amendments

Section A: This constitution may be amended by a 2/3 majority vote of the members of the organization.  If the amendment passes by a 2/3 majority vote of the members, then the officers will vote to ratify the amendment. In order to ratify the amendment, there must be unanimous consent of all the officers of the organization.

Article IX

Finances

The chapter may raise revenues through fundraising activities where goods or services are exchanged (e.g., car wash, t-shirt sales, etc.), or by applying for school funds available to student groups. Freewill offerings will be received for activity and meeting expenses. Additional funds may be raised or received through fundraising activities approved by Chi Alpha. 

The chapter shall maintain its funds in a segregated checking or savings account managed according to University standards, and shall require the signature of both the chapter President and the Treasurer to write a check or withdraw funds. Upon request, the chapter’s financial records shall be made available to the District Director of Chi Alpha. 

Article X

Non-Discrimination Clause

Chi Alpha at (name of campus) will not discriminate in the acceptance of members, rank, or office on the basis of race, sex, disability, or national origin. 

Article XI

Hazing Clause

Chi Alpha at (name of campus) will not engage in hazing or commit any act that injures, degrades or disgraces any fellow student.

Constitution ratified:
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Appendix A:

Membership Application Form

Statement of Faith

Chi Alpha Campus Ministries Beliefs

1. we believe... the Bible is God's message to us.
so we seek... to understand and obey its truth.

2. we believe... there is one God who is three persons.
so we yearn... to know Him in all of His complexity and beauty.

3. we believe... Jesus is fully God and fully human.
so we rejoice... that Christ can be a bridge between us and God.

4. we believe... people, throughout history, have sinned against God.
so we are... deeply aware that we too are marked by willful disobedience.

5. we believe... God extends forgiveness to us through Christ.
so we repent.... and rejoice in our forgiveness.

6. we believe... God offers freedom from sin's grasp.
so we live... lives that are pleasing to God.

7. we believe... followers of Jesus must be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
so we expect... supernatural power in our daily lives.

8. we believe... that God can heal both the body and the heart.
so we pray... with faith and hope.

9. we believe... the mark of surrender to the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues.
so we pray... that God would grant us this supernatural gift.

10. we believe... in the Church.
so we live... in this community of faith, inviting others to join us.

11. we believe... God gives leaders as gifts to His Church.
so we serve... those whom the Lord entrusts to us.

12. we believe... God commands his followers to celebrate communion and baptism.
so we practice... these symbolic actions, reflecting on their significance.

13. we believe... Jesus will return to claim His Church.
so we live... in expectancy of his coming.

14. we believe... Christ will one day be seen clearly as King on earth.
so we live... as citizens of His Kingdom now.

15. we believe... God is the ultimate Judge.
so we live... knowing that our choices will echo through eternity.

16. we believe... we will live with God forever.
so we live... with hope regardless of our circumstances.

Chi Alpha is the campus ministry of the General Council of the Assemblies of God.   The 
Assemblies of God as of 2008 has 12,377 churches in the United States with 2,899,702 members and adherents.  Abroad there are 332,411 churches and a membership of 61,550,938.

The Chi Alpha Beliefs above represent the official doctrinal statements of the Assemblies of God outlined formally in the Sixteen Fundamental Truths of the Assemblies of God (a condensed version and full version located at www.ag.org). 

I have read, am in agreement with, and believe to be true, the Statement of Faith of ____________________ .  I also will strive to uphold godly Christian character and conduct, and realize that my membership may be revoked if I fail to do so.

Signed: 



 Printed Name: 


  Date: 




Phone: 



  Email: 








Approved:



  Date: 




                            (President’s signature)

